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By PHILIP MESSING
ond BILL SANDERSON

Authorities are investigating
whether a helicopter being used
in a4 movie shoot came danger-
ously close¢ to Fifth Avenue
apartment buildings lust night,

“It was dunpgerous and reck-
less. It was bloody outrageous,”
raid a 40-year-old author who
lives in a building on the corner
of East 6Ist Street. "It as-

tounded me. It went on fur four
hours.”

The woman, who asked not to
be identified. said the helicopter
at one point swooped down I"Fi’flh
Avenue 20 feet from her balcony
and 100 feet above her
15th-floor apartment.

Federal rules require helicop-
ters to fly 2,000 feet laterally
from buildings, and at least 500

Residents fume as filim
chopper buzzes 5th Ave,

feet above them.

The woman said the chopper
made so much noise, police
couldnt hear her when she
called to complain.

Joy Held, president of the Hel-
icopter Noise Coalition. saw the
craft as she strolled in Central
Park.

“It was flving very low, and it
was very, very noisy,” she said.

Police at the 19th Precinet said
they were inundated by com-
plaints as the chopper flew
arvund between 6:30 and 11
p.m.

A police source said a filin
crew had permission to use a
seven-passenger helicopter in a
movie shoot from 8:30 to 11 p.m.

It was not immediately known
what movie was being ilmed.
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‘Study Rejects New Limits on Helicopters -

By AMY WALDMAN

A draft of the city's first compre-
hensive analysis of its heliport infra-
structure and helicopter acuvity has
concluded that the city should contin-
ue its year-old ban on sightseeing
flights from the 34th Street Heliport,
hut it does not call for new regula-
tions on corporate or commercial
trafflic.

The analysis, which is called the
Heliport and Helicopter Master Plan
and wes provided to community
board members this week, immedi-
atcly drew objections from critics
who have lobbied the city te place
further restrictions on helicopter
flights, which they assert are too
noicy and potentially unsafe. The
plan, the critics said. broke little new
policy ground and did not address
issues including when hehcopters
should be atlowed to operate and the
altitudes at which they should be
allowed to fly.

: Charles Millard, the president of
i the Econemic Development Corpo-
ration, which controls the 34th Street
Hehport  and  commissioned  the
stucy, said the city was “in discus-
sion” with the State Department of
l Transportation about a similar ban
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Issues of notse and
safety in the
thousands of flights
over Manhattan.

on sightseeing flights at the heliport
the state owns, at West 30th Street
and the Hudson River.

Mr. Millard said the city would
carry out a recommendation in the
plan to construct fucl tanks at the
East 34th Street Heliport as a means
of reducing the thousands of helicop-
ter trips across the city to the only
existing refueling site, at the West
30th Street Heliport on the Hudson
River. The city wiil also'build a noise
barrier around the landside perim-
eter of the East 34th Street Heliport,
he said, and it will consider offering
financial incentives, like lower land-
ing fees, to helicopter operators that
fiv quicter new technology, an idea
praised by helicopter industry repre-

. sentatives.

A third heliport, at Pier 6 and the
Battery, is. owned by the Port Au-
thority, which cannot ban sightsee-
ing fhights because of Federal re-
strictions. Those restrictions end in
2005, and at that point, the plan says,
the city will ban sightseeing flights
from there.

Dcputy Mayor Randy Levine said
yesterday that the plan tries to bal-
ance quahity-of-life and economic in-
terests. **We should not have tourist
helicopters flying all over New
York,"” he said, “but New York needs
flights for commerce.”

But the plan quickly brought criti-

1 cism from advocates of greater re-

strictions on helicopter traffic. Rep-
resentative Carolyn B. Maloney, 2
Manhattan Democrat and a propo-
nent of stricter Federal aviation reg-
ulation for helicopters, criticized the
plan for not addressing “overflights,
minimum heights and curfews.”
Joy Held, the founder of the Heli-

! copter Noise Coalition, which repre-

sents 18,000 people, said the plan did
nothing to reduce sightseeing flights
from privately owned heliports, nor

R

did it curb the number of corporate
or media flights. “*The sum total of

this plan is that nothing is changing

while the Mavor is claiming victory
over the issue,” she said.

Mr. Millard pointed out that the”
city had closed a beliport at East
60th Strect at the end of February,
and that traffic from the East 34th
Strect Heliport has been cut by 65
percent since the city ended sightsee-
ing flights from there last August.
There have been 41,875 flights so far
this year from the three heliports,
according 1o the Economic Develop-
ment Corporation. In 1996, the latest
year for which figures were avail-
able, there were 138,104 flights.

The plan does not address media
helicopters because none take off
from heliports in the city.

Matthew S. Zuccaro, a spokesman
for the Eastern Region Helicopter
Council, a trade association repre-
senting 86 companies, called the plan
a “good foundation™ for the city's
belicopter and heliport operating
system. But he agreed that the docu-
ment set httle new policy.

Mr. Zuccaro criticized the city's

ban on sightseeing flights and its

effort to get the state to do the same. -
“It seems,” he said, *'to be politically™.

correct and expedient at this point; ..

based on concerns about noise, to

say, ‘Okay, we'll just eliminate that?-

.

segment of the industry.”” o
The industry, he said, had made-a
substantial effort to regulate itself..
Sightseeing companies have -

changed their routes to avoid flying -

over residential neighborhoods, he |
said, in addition to increasing the
altitudes at which they fly, and
stopped flying over Manhattan com-
pletcly, instead coursing along the
Hudson River. Mr. Zuccaro said he
was also working on an operations
manual for the city's eight news-
gathering helicopters.

Mr. Zuccaro praised the city for
not carrying out more of the activ-
{sts’ demands. ‘‘The Helicopter
Noise Coalition,” he said, “has indi-
cated that their ultimate and odly
goal is to close all beliports and elim-
inate all helicopter traffic in the city,
except for emergency flights.”

Ms. Held responded, “That is def-
nitely our goal.” T
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Hudson Park

Draws Closer
To Reality

Proponents Celebrate
Approval by Albany

By DOUGLAS MARTIN

The invitation was in the form of a
birth announcement. The baby's name:
Hudson River Park, eyes “marine
blue™ and hair “naturally green.”

The gestation period was given as 14
years, the amount of time park propo-
nents have been fighting to transform
Manhattan’s ragged, derelict western
edge into a lush if skinny new park.
Last night, they came together — envi-
ronmentalists, public officials and com-
munity advocates — on Pier 40 in
Greenwich Village to celebrate state
legislation officially establishing the
park and defining its borders and gov-
ernance.

While the plan still faces regulatory
hurdles, questions about financing and
the possibility of lawsuits, proponents
were exulitant over what had been ac-
complished so far.

*“All of us, even the most optimistic
— we're amazed at what we got,” said
Ross Graham of the parks committee
of Community Board 4 in Chelsca.

Under the new law — which was
passed by the Legislature last month
and is expected to be signed by Gov.
George E. Pataki in September — 19
piers will be entirely or partly included
in the park, offering myriad forms of
recreation. Along the park’s length will
be a bike path, trees and flowers, edu-
cation centers, places to dip one's toes
in the water and, possibly, sand beach-
es.

Some crumbling piers, which the
public will only be allowed to observe
from the esplanade, will be planted
with native plants to attract nesting
birds.

Gone in the year 2000 will be an
equestrian center that until recently
was offering lifetime memberships, an
enormous basketball center and heli-
copter sightseeing flights Such munic-
pal uses as salt storage and parking
lots for towed cars and garbage trucks
are to be removed as soon as the city
{inds a place to move them. Gambling
casinos will be banned, and most of the
piers will be off limits to development.

Striped bass, eels and other fish spe-
cies are to be strictly protected.in a
new estuarial sanctuary extending the
tength of the park. from Battery Park
City to 59th Street.

*This is the highest possible level of
protection for the living resources,”

- X ‘.n*. E Water tax| stop

Continued on Page BS

Hudson
River
Park

B Park area
- Park area (water)

€} Ecology pler
m Major entrance
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To the Editor:
' Tons of city resxdents pay |
tons of rent and property taxes
4o live here [“Ready for Take-
~off,” July 16-22]. The degrada-
tion of our homes by helicopter.
noise and fumes constitutes “a
taking of property.” Helicopter
. dours are both.frivelous and up-,

[+

York by boat, bus, carriage and
on-foot — without ruining resi-
dents’ lives in the process. No
one comes here to take a heli-
copter tour. Furthermore, for-

.............

NE p YIS

necessa;ry. Tourists can see New .

Leign mttons.{ﬁhn.wmwelhe locenne .

13, (999 .

gL

: ’vast mmonty of customers) tell

us these tours would never be
allowed in their home cities! By
what right and what logic are
the health and well-being of
countless city residents being
sacrificed to .the ﬂeeting
_amusement of visitors? -
, .« JoyA Held
Preszdent Helicopter Noise

,.,....ﬁmaqu,
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Trump eyes whirlybird nest

1 HES always had sky-high ambitions, so will any- sreslly bother anyone in the neighborhood too much.
one be suiprised to Jearn that Donald Trump is con- . Mayer Rudy has been critical of the East River he-
sidering putting a helipad on top of his new. Fifth = lipads and has reduced tions at them. But he
. -} Avenue trophy, the General Motors building? "~ . ' might go along with' 1. p's’ proposal on- the
E |- The Donald’s not commenting, but I understand his  grounds. that a GM chopper operation would actu-

lawyers have been studying city statutes with a view all disturb fewer residents. - - 22 s
to applyi;lfgforallthe necessary permisgions. ::: - - Trump's people will likely argue that new engi- |
News of ‘this scheme will infuriate residents -of - _neering--methods will- allow better soundproofin
Fifth Avenue and Central Park South, but many cap-:" -and safer opersitions atop the GM office tower. And -
‘tains of industry will side with Trump, on the it would be a daytime-o y operation. . ' . _-
. grounds that the world’s greatest city needs a place It will be interesting to see the reaction to-
_in its heart to land choppers. ~ . . - -: . Trump's sctheme. At this stage, it’s something of a
Until that terrible chopper -accident that left debris . trial balloon, but the Donald quite ofteri gets what
-spread for blocks around Midtown, the old Pan Am ‘he wants and he should have some powerful sup- -
| .(now MetLife) building served the purpose and didn’t - portin thiscase.- -~ ~. - - = - Voo

Hve p q1e
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(:opter plan IS cr|t|c|zed

Commumty Boards in the V111age and

Chelsea declared last week that the city’s -

Heliport and Helicopter Master Plan does
-pot -go far enough to protect their
neighborhoods from the noise and potenua]
danger of helicopters.

" _ TheSept 10hearing atOne Pohce Plaza _
. * on a draft of the helicopter plan also was -
" -criticized by elected officials and members .

- of the New York City Helicopter Noise-

" Coalition. The plan’s assertion that the

Giuliani Administration intends to.end .

sightseeing flights as soon as possxb]e

was not enough to win support.

“When we finally get our Hudson
River Park, we don’t want it polluted by

" helicopters on Pier 76 or 72," said Frieda

Bradlow. chairperson of the Community

Board 2 noise subcommiittee and a Village

tesxdent )
“The proposal to develop a hehport on
- Pier 76, where the municipal auto tow pound

“'is now, ‘was ‘deferred pending completion .

of the master plan. -The draft report,

‘however, leaves open .the possibility -that

either that pier, or the derelict Pier 72 just

“north of the state-owned 30th St. Heliport.

‘could become a new heliport. . -
" .Commiunity Board 4, ‘which- covers

Chelsea, alsp’ ¢ited the ‘proposed Hudson
River -Park project.and restated its

opposition to locating any heliport on the
West Side waterfront.” - -
-~ Sightseeing flights now operate from

the 30th St. heliportand from the Downtown
-heliport owned by the city but leased to the

Portof New York Authority. Theé Downtown

""heliport will revert to city control in 2003.

Mvc Y17
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ken, N.J. and still legally treat passengers to the
outstanding view from the Hudson Corridor.

So with both East 34th and West 30th

now, or eventually, barred to sightseeing op-
erations, a tourist’s only alternative is the
Downtown Manhattan Heliport (DMH), oth-
erwise known as the “Wall Street Heliport.”
Since it was upgraded to its present-day tech-
nically sophisticated status via an FAA grant,
the city has only partial control, at least until
2007, when the city regains full control of the
facility.

In the report, the city opposes further heli-
port development uptown, specifically in the
West Side Pier 76 location, home to a pro-
posed tiltrotor vertiport site. The project dates
back to 1995, when a U.S. Navy surplus heli-
copter carrier, the U.S.S. Guadalcanal, was
proposed as a waterfront heliport alternative.
After community opposition to use of the car-
rier sank that project, the alternative use of
the Pier was proposed, a structure long
enough to place helicopters’ takeoffs and land-
ings as far as 500 ft from the nearest shore.
Concerned about traffic levels and noise in a
nearby residential community, the city aban-
doned the proposal.

Another proposed Manhattan rest area for
rotorcraft is reportedly under study by the
Trump organization. Billionaire entrepreneur
Donald Trump is said to be interested in es-
tablishing a heliport atop midtown Manhat-
tan’s General Motors Building, just across
from the Plaza Hotel at 59th Street and Fifth
Avenue. Fueled by the public’s bad memories
of the fatal rollover of a New York Airwavs
shuttle from the 60th floor rooftop heliport of
the Pan Am building, the Big Apple’s anti-he-
licopter forces have singled out this proposed
project for especially vigorous opposition.

A ban on further aero sightseeing, no new
heliports, curfews on operating hours—the
Master Plan seems sure to fulfill the needs of
every concerned community group, right?
Wrong. In hearings following release of the
report and preceding its presentation to the
city council for either adoption or rejection,
the overwhelming reaction was against its
findings, for the most part not because it is
considered too strident but because it is not
considered sufficiently strict. Particularly up-
setting to citizens’ groups was a passage deal-
ing with noise that concluded there is no
serious noise disturbance, particularly to
sleep.

Electronic News Gathering:
A New Source for Noise

Aides for an assortment of Manhattan area
politicians were on hand at a recent public
meeting to lay forth their bosses’ positions on
the Master Plan; none was in favor of it. Many
thought it lacked sufficient depth of research,
others that it gave short shrift to the problems
of noise pollution. Nearly every group com-
menting on the Master Plan applauded its pro-

Hrncp 4(9 |
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posed elimination of sightseeing thights.
Corporate operations were scarcely men-
tioned. However, nearly every elected official
decried the Master Plan’s omission of traffic-
watch and electronic newsgathering opera-
tions. ENG helicopters are a relatively new
addition to New York airspace.

A broad spectrum of opposition has fo-
cused on ENG helos in the New York area,
since rotorcraft for the most part operate from
a dead hover over news sites. Of course, one
man’s news site is another man’s quiet neigh-
borhood, and a traffic-watch helicopter hover-
ing over an immobilized expressway in the
early morning hours is a flying noise issue
complete with its own main and tail rotor.

One of the chief missions from such flights
is to provide video of the ground traffic situa-
tion. “One of the most absurd things I've ever
heard of,” testified one irate Upper West Side
citizen who claims ENG news helos hover
over his neighborhood at altitudes well below
1,000 ft AGL for up to an hour. “If you're
stuck in traffic or trying to keep from getting
that way, you don’t need pictures of jams. Not
any people I know carry TVs in their cars. Be-
sides, a traffic jam in New York is not exactly
news. They happen every day.”

Considering the volume of testimony di-
rected at such a small group of operators, it
would seem only a matter of time before the
ENG circus, which involves six TV stations
operating citywide, begins to attract more of-
ficial attention. At present, most ENG opera-
tors fly within FAA airspace rules and regs.
Nevertheless, “It only takes one ENG helo
hovering over the free opera in Central Park
to turn thousands of New Yorkers into heli-
copter opponents,” said Matt Zuccarro of the
Eastern Regional Helicopter Council
(ERHC), a trade organization representing
executive and commercial helo operators
throughout the region. “The Helicopter Asso-
ciation International’'s program of ‘Fly
Neighborly' is good at its central concept, but
people soon lose track of it and it’s back to
flying as usual.”

So what’s next? Two implacable forces
face each other over a supercharged public-
use issue in which there is little in the way of
compromise: one side wants FAA to manage
the public airspace and leave operations alone.
The other side wants to hand over the govern-
ing of city airspace to the city. This latter fac-
tion is growing increasingly militant,
especially in the face of what it feels is a be-
trayal by the Mayor’s official master plan, a
document they consider a sellout to the rotor-
craft interests. It will almost certainly be re-
jected by the combined city council, leaving
New York City no choice but to begin the
process all over again. Q
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Patrols Up in Central Park, Dangerous or Nqi‘

By KEVIN FLYNN

Crime sprees, real or imagined, in
Central Park have always given
New York City officials fits.

So it was only slightly odd yester-
day to hear Mayor Rudolph W. Giuli-
ani defend a heightened police re-
sponse to a crime wave that officials
contend does not exist.

I think they are responding to the
psychology of fear as opposed to the

" reality of it,”” the Mayor said at a

news conference in the park. '‘But [
never object to doing more about
solving crimes or keeping people saf-
er.”

Despite some news reports that
have warned of a crime wave in the
park, all statistical measures show
that major felonies are down sharply
in Central Park this year compared
with the year before, by 23 percent.
Even the 11 violent incidents since
Sept. 3, while serious and in one case,
fatal, are in keeping with the recent
pace of incidents in the park, police
statistics show.

But when it comes to Central Park,

. New York City's verdant front lawn,

recreational backyard, tourist mec-

"ca and wooded haven, cold statistics

are often a poor antidote to alarming
media reports about crime in the
park and the public concern they
tend to draw. Crimes that are largely

ignored elsewhere in the city, like -

assault and robbery, are followed
with intense scrutiny when they are

GO ISLANDERS! FIND QUT THE REAL FACTS
about how Nassau County -)eopudmn‘ the team at

wwrw, cohmm-cvv-mz.com -
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committed within the 843-acre Man-
hattan park.

“It’s sort of like the Kennedy fam-
ily,” said Parks Commissioner Hen-
ry Stern. “Everyone knows what
happens to each member.”

So, despite insisting there has been
no rise in violence, the Police Depart-
ment has begun making a show of
force in the park in recent weeks. A
helicopter often circles overhead at

night now, its searchlight panning
the ground for signs of susplcious

behavior.

Radio cars sweep down park
drives at dusk, warning people that
officers will be enforcing a 1. AM.
curfew — the Police Department
prefers to call it a “closing hour” —
that has long been on the books. New
lighting is being installed temporar-
ily in the Ramble, a secluded section
of the park where several robberies
have taken place recently.

“*Even if things are not as dange)*
ous as people feel,”” Mayor Giutiani
said, “if they feel that it is, it~tafi
have an impact on the quahtr of
me "

Thomas Reppetto of the Citizeng
Crime Commission said, *‘Crimeé tan
go down 50 percent in a precinct afd
one high profile crime can wipe but
the public perception in a second"l-

Weeks ago, police officials™sifis
creased the size of plainclothes-and
uniformed patrols in the Central
Park Precinct and brought in addi:
tional detectives from the Manhatca

., v-

‘tan North Precinct, officials said’

Overall, the precinct, which usually‘_ :
operates with a patrol strength- bt ..
136, has made use of about 20 mo e )
officers. :
Still, the fear that the po!ice are
hoping to assuage was hardly e,vi- ;

Continued on Page B8
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East Side Heliport Ceases
Operations on Weekends

After 25 years of enduring the clat-
ter of helicopters on weekends, resi-
dents of Manhattan's East Side are
finally getting a few days of quiet.
Prompted by longstanding com-

-plaints from residents, the city has
ended weekend operations at the
East 34th Street Heliport.

day, is one of several measures tore-
duce air traffic in the city. The city
had already shortened the weekday
operating hours at the heliport,
which is nowopen8 AM.to 8P.M,,
ratherthan7A.M.t011 P.M.

Last year it closed its other heli-
port, at East 60th Street, and banned
sightseeing flights at the East 34th
Street site, which reduced the num-
ber of its flights by 60 percent.

“The difference has beendra- .
matic,” said City Councilman An-
drew S. Eristoff, who represents the
neighborhoods near the heliports.

The city is considering other meth-
ods of reducing helicopter noise at
the East 34th Street Heliport, includ-
ing the erection of noise barriers
around the heliport and financial in-
centives for pilots who fly quieter
aircraft. i

The city does not have control over
the city’s other two heliports. The he-
liport at West 34th Street is under
state control, and the city-owned port
at Wall Street has been leased to the
Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey until 2008.

S R

The weekend ban, which begins to-
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YICARIOUS CONSUMPTION
ROBERT BRYCE

A Grand

- Entrance,

In Your Own _-

Helicopter

tough. Just ask Harrison Ford, the
actor. In September, he wanted to fly
his new helicopter to Alexandria, V3., where
he was about to begin shooting his latest .
film, “Random Hearts.” But the city hadan '
ordinance banning nonemergency choppers:
he ended up driving instead. :

For all the logistical problems, however,
helicopter ownership has an unmistakable
cachet. After all, is there a better way to
show that you have arrived? And the people
who own — and fly — their own jet-powered
choppers make up a very exclusive list.

““You can count those people on your fin-
gers and toes,” said Barry Desfor, who pub-
lishes **The Official Helicopter Blue Book,”
aprice and technical specification guide for
used helicopters. .

He was exaggerating a bit — actually,
close to 500 people own the turbine-powered
models, according to Air Track, a company
in Hilliard, Fla., that keeps ownership data.
Even so, that is only 5 percent of the 10,000
helicopters now operating in the United
States, of which more than 8,000 are owned
by corporations. .

Mr. Ford is a recent addition to the group
of owner-pilots. Last year, he visited the
Fort Worth factory of Bell Helicopter Tex-
tron, a unit of Textron, and left with a new
single-engine Bell 206. Later, he had it cus-
tomized with radios and a new paint job. In
May, Nick Price, the professional golfer,
picked up a faster Bell chopper, a 407. (An- -
other golfer, Greg Norman, flies a twin-en-
gine Bell 430 and has his own private jet.)

COMMUTING by helicopter can be

Personal Business

In 1982, Ross Perot Jr. was greeted by his father before deparﬁng on the first aroux.xd-
the-world helicopter trip. The younger Mr. Perot now flies a Bell 407 chopper, which
gives him a bird's-eye view of his real estate holdings in the Fort Worth area.

COV)“"
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Avid pilots say nothing can replace the
thrill of flying a helicopter. “The perform-
ance of these new helicopters is incredible,”
said H. Ross Perot Jr,, animatedly discuss-
ing his Bell 407, which has a top speed of 140
knots, or 161 miles an hour.

One of America's most accomplished heli- .

copter pilots, Mr. Perot, the son of the Dal-

las billionaire and former Presidential can-

didate, fell in love with helicopters in 1981,
when he began flying them to inspect his
family’s investments in real estate and oil.
In 1982, he flew into the record books, too:
He and Jay Coburn, a Dallas business exec-
utive, became the first pilots to fiy around
the globe in a helicopter, & feat that took 29
-days.

No wonder Mr. Perot is s0 enthusiastic.
Even the zippiest cars cannot compete with
a turbine-powered helicopter. The Bell 407
has 674 horsepower and, at 2,598 pounds,
weighs about 500 pounds less than a Toyota
Camry. (A four-cylinder Camry has 133
horsepower.) One of the fastest single-en-
gine helicopters, the 407 can go from a
standing start to more than 100 miles an
hour in 58 seconds, all while carrying upto
six passengers and a pilot at treetop alti-
tudes.

That kind of performance, however, re-
quires serjous money. The 407 has a base
price of $1.3 million, while the less powerful
206 is $750,000. Avionics, radios and naviga-
tion systems that use Global Positioning
System technology can add several hundred
thousand dollars to those figures. And oper-
ating costs for a jet-powered helicopter
start at $200 an hour.

Twin-engine models offer more speed —

. rent to owning a helicopter.-Ac

_money.

( o T.

and even higher price tags. The sleek, twin-
engine AS 365 made by American Euro-

. copter, based in Grand Prairie, Tex,, can

carry two pilots and eight passengers and
cruise at more 170 files an hour — allfora
mere $4.6 million. (The base price of the
Bell 430 is $3.7 million.)

Cost, however, may not be the only deter-
ingto
Federal Aviation Administrat ir-

CTalt are far more accident-prone than

fized-wing aircrait; 1n 1997, helicopters av.

eraged 9.29 accidents in 100,000 iours of fly-
' ing, versus a Tate of 0.36 in 100,000 for large

commercial aircraft.

udes confidence, and for good reason

DESPITE these numbers, Mr. Perot ex-
— he has an air transport license, the

. most advanced certification available to

helicopter pilots. He is also certified tofly,

" jet airplanes.

“1f you are a helicopter pilot, you have so
much freedom and flexibility,” Mr. Perot
said. *"You can take off and land anywhere
you feel safe.”

Indeed, many of the reasons for choosing
ahelicopter over,say, a chauffeured limou-
sine, boil down to a single axiom: Timeis

Mr. Ford's helicopter lets him avoid high-
way traffic jams, giving him more time on
the movie set. And a helicopter gives Mr.

- Perot, who is involved in land deals around

Fort Worth, abird’s-eye view of his real es-
tate holdings that he finds useful in dealing
with investors and government officials.
«It's a great tool,”” Mr. Perot said.

Tool or toy, helicopters provide airborne
prestige. Andthere’sa better, faster, and of
course, more expensive, airship on the de-
signers’ screen. Bell is now taking orders
for the 609, a smaller civilian version of the
v-22 Osprey tilt-rotor aircraft that Bell, in

cooperation with Boeing, is building for the
Pentagon. ’

The 609, with a base price of $8 million,
will be able to fly twice as fast and twice as
far as today’s helicopters. The first 609’s .
will not roll off the assembly line until 2002,
but the company has already received de-
posits from Mr. Norman; H. Wayne Hui-
zenga, the billionaire businessman and
sports club owner, and Donald Carter, the
Dallas oil man and former owner of the Dal-
las Mavericks. ) '

Mr. Perot has a 609 on order, too. And he
is already thinking about flying it around
the world.

Hve p 423
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EDITORIALS /LETTERS

the Editor:
ToHow inelegant of folks on the

ground to impede Harrison Ford and
other high fliers from cavorting in
their helicopters because of local or-
dinances banning nonemergency
choppers ‘(Money & Business, Nov.
22). Should we consider it a privilege
to have our sleep disturbed, speech
interrupted, air polluted, safety
threatened and health imperiled by
helicopters so the glorious few can
speed their travel and stroke their
egos?

Perhaps New York City can protect
us from these indignities by enacting a
ban on nonemergency helicopters
comparable to the ordinance passed in
Alexandria, Va. Joy A. HELD

New York, Nov. 22, 1998
.
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Helicopter Foes Fear
Seaplane Invasion

Y

‘nNews

War'in the Skies |

Local Congress People Take on Helicopters and Seaplanes ‘ T

by Dean Paton

First helicopters, now seaplanes. .
Upper East Siders who spent years
fighting to convince the city to restrict the
number of sightseeing and other helicop-
ters buzzing their buildings fear seaplane
tourism may make their victory over heli-
copters a short-lived one. '

When the City Council tried to regu-

late helicopter traffic in New York several -

years ago, the National Helicopter Associa-
tion sued in federal court, arguing that
authority belonged solely to the Federal
Aviation Administration.

The court agreed with the trade group
but the city, which owns the land on which

all Manhattan heliports are located, used -

its landlord powers to phase out
sightseeing helicopters by 2008. National
Helicopter has already lost its lease on the
East 60th Street heliport.

“What we need is a no-fly zone,” said Joy
Held, an East Sider and president of the He-
licopter Noise Coalition of New York City,

. who is also opposed to seaplane tourism.

“They’re going to replace one type of
aircraft with another,” said Held, who feels
the industry is just trying to get around the
impending restrictions. “They claim it is
quiet, but seaplanes are actually louder
[than helicopters].”.

Art Schneider, chairman of tour com-
pany Sea-Air New York, denied that. “It’s
an airplane, it has to make sound. But an
airplane doesn’t hover in place, it’s not as
loud as a helicopter.

“We are not trying to get around any

- rules” he added. “We realize helicopters

can’t get down to acceptable noise levels.
That's why we are doing this.” ’
“The planes are going to generate about
72 decibels,” Schneider said. Pointing to the
background noise of a congested city like
New York, he added, “We have the same
noise level as the rest of the city, it’s within
an acceptable range. Sixty-five decibels [the
level the FAA says is the most desirable] is
almost a level you can’t get to.”
Schneider’s decibel number comes from
a test flight conducted January 7. A simi-
lar study performed at the 34th Street He-
liport in 1997 showed a reading of 94 deci-
bels. Every increase of one decibel repre-
sents a 20 percent increase in noise volume.
The reason for the spate of complaints
over the past few years is less because of
the noise of the flights and more because
of their growing frequency. East and West
Siders living in the 70s and 80s found that

—

sightseeing helicopters tended to cross the
island from one side of the river to the
other around that area in order to view
Central Park. Some residents complained
of flights past their high-rise windows ev-
ery couple of minutes all day on weekends.

Theyalso say helicopters are unsafe, point-
ing to a few high-profile accidents like the re-
cent plunge of WNBC-TV’s $4 million Chop-
per 4— billed as the “most sophisticated aerial
news-gathering machine in the world” — into
the Passaic River last December. .

As for the charge that this is the latest
attempt to work around the city’s rules,
Schneider pointed out that the existing Sea
Air Marina at East 23rd Street on the East
River has been in operation since 1923.

Nonetheless, two Manhattan members
of Congress have introduced legislation to
mabke it easier for the FAA to regulate any
sightseeing craft.

East Side Rep. Carolyn Maloney and
West Side Rep. Jerrold Nadler have a bill
before congress intended to turn the avia-
tion industry upside down. ‘

Congresswoman Maloney said, *With -

this bill, the FAA will now have the author-
ity to cut down on the unsafe and noisy
helicopters that are chipping away at our
quality of life.” : .
The bill in question addresses a much
larger issue, said Maggie McDow, a legis-

. lative assistant of Maloney’s.

“When the FAA was created, its princi-
pal goal was to promote the air industry,”
McDow said. “Right now the FAA regula-
tions can only apply nationally [rules re-
garding how high or low, or how often,
flights may take place]. This bill would al-
Jow them to regulate individual areas.”

As Held pointed out, what is needed for
“crop dusting in Kansas does not apply to
New York, which is the most crowded air-
space in the world.”

Under Maloney’s legislation, “Individual
municipalities and states will be able to con-
duct their own studies and submit them to
the FAA. The FAA will have 60 days to re-
spond and the public will have a 90-day
public comment period” The FAA will re-
tain final say over the fate of the regulations.

As for acceptable uses in the metropolitan

“area, Minna Elias, Maloney’s chief of staff, said,

“Tourist uses are completely unreasonable.”
As for Held, noise is the principal issue.
“I¢’s the number one complaint to the
mayor’s hotline. It’s everywhere, even when
they put you on hold on the telephone” M

p Has
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MARCH 11,

EDITORIAL

JUST PLANE
WRONG

Helicopters have tormented West
Siders for years.

The noisy planes, which fly at all
hours, disrupt people’s sleep, their
conversations and, less tangibly but not
less importantly, their peace of mind.
Many say they live in fear of a copter
crashing into their apartment building,

~or simply falling out of the sky and
onto the densely crowded streets-
below.

Spurred on by their fears and
encouraged by local politicians,
neighborhood activists mobilized
against the planes in 1997, forming
the Helicopter Noise Coalition. In
less than two short years, that organi-
zation has met with remarkable suc-
cess in its war against copters. Six
months ago, the East 60th Street Heli-
port was closed permanently; take-offs

and landings at the East 34th Street

Hye pex6

EDITORIAL

Just Plane Wrong

- CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

Heliport dropped from 54,000 in 1997 to
less than 19,000 last year; all tourist flights
will be discontinued at the West 30th Street
Heliport by 2001, and at the Duwntown
Heliport by 2008.

But, even as city heliports are facing
increasing .restrictions on tourist flights,
one local businessman might have found a

way to stay in the air with the seaplane.

Since seaplanes dock in a marina, not a
heliport, the regulations banning tourist
flights from taking off or landing at city
heliports don't apply.

But the objections to helicopters and sea-
planes are the same: seaplanes are every bit
the accident hazard as choppers and are

only slightly less noisy. '
The city had good reasons for dlscourag-
ing helicopter flights over Manhattan. There
is no reason why the these policies should
not be extended to seaplanes — or any other
type of flying transportation. ,
After all, more than any other city in
America, New York is walker-friendly. The

.tourists that are now flocking to the city in

droves hardly need the promise of a sky-
high tour to lure them here.

Let themn walk — and let city dwellers get
some peace. D

L —

—
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MARCH 25,

Air Traffic

To the Editor:

I greatly appreciate your coverage of the
seaplane and helicopter issues (“Waiting in
the Wings,” 3/11/99). As a Peter Cooper Vil-
lage resident, I can testify that the prospect of
sightseeing seaplanes is truly horrifying.

I must also say, however, that the situation
with the 34th Street Heliport is not as rosy as
it is often reported. Thanks in considerable
measure to the efforts of Joy Held’s Heli-
copter Noise Coalition, the situation is defi-
nitely better than it was a few years ago. Sdll,
there seems to have been a decided increase
in traffic over the past two months or so.1am
once again being disturbed by flights day and
night, seven days a week. I've heard heli-
copters before 7:30 a.m. and after 10 pm. Is
there a city official responsible for seeing that
the new regulations are being observed?

MICHAEL WEBER
PETER COOPER VILLAGE
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Residents fume as film

chopper

By PHILIP MESSING
and BILL SANDERSON

Authorities are investigating
whether a helicopter being used
in a movie shoot came danger-
ously close to Fifth Avenue
apartment buildings last night.

“It was dangerous and reck-
less. It was bloody outrageous,”
said a 40-year-old author who
lives in a building on the corner
of East 61st Street. “It as-

1 tounded me. It went on for four

hours.” -

The woman, who asked not to
be identified, said the helicopter
at one point swooped down Fifth
Avenue 20 feet from her balcony
and 100 feet above her
15th-floor apartment.

Federal rules require helicop-
ters to fly 2,000 feet laterally
from buildings, and at least 500

o8 Sth My,

feet above them.

The woman said the chopper
made so much noise, police
couldn’t hear her when she
called to complain.

Joy Held, president of the Hel-
icopter Noise Coalition, saw the
craft as she strolled in Central
Park. :

“It was flying very low, and it
was very, very noisy,” she said.

Police at the 19th Precinct said
they were inundated by com-
plaints as the chopper flew -
around between 6:30 and 11
p-m. .

A police source said a film
crew had permission to use a
seven-passenger helicopter in a
movie shoot from 8:30 to 11 p.m.

It was not immediately known
what movie was being filmed.
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Now It’s ...
Barbra Brolin!

T'S BEEN 35 YEARS SINCE

Barbra Streisand walked
down the aisle (with first hus-
band, Elliott Gould), but last
week, at 56, she became Sadie,
Sadie, married lady, again. Fi-
pally. After a year of false
alarms in the media, the diva
and actor James Brolin, 57, were

Hw~C

wed in her Malibu, Calif., living
room. The ceremony was per-
formed by a rabbi, with about
100 guests looking on, including
Tom Hanks, John Travolta,
Quincy Jones, designer Donna
Karan and First Brother Roger
Clinton. Streisand’s son, Jason
Gould, gave his mom away, and
Brolin’s son Josh, an actor like
his dad, was best man. A buffet
dinner was served under a vast
white tent that blocked the par-

ty from the view of thernedia
helicopters circling ov
Looking demure in a white
dress by Karan, the bride was
nonetheless relentless. She
successfully kept the press
atbay by aiming heavy metal
music and glaring floodlights .
at them. Wonder what kind
of arsenal she’s got for the
honeymoon.

JEAN SELIGMANN with
SHEHNAZ SUTERWALLA in London

Py
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.CORRESPONDENT'S REPORT

Grand Canyon
ith the Noise of Planes

\ "

By JOHN H. CUSHMAN Jr.

OR more than 12 years the
National Park Service and the
Federal Aviation Administra-
tion have struggled to control
the noise of airplanes carrying

- tourists over Grand Canyon National Park.

But even now, in only about a third of the
park is there something approaching natu-
ral quiet most of the time, according to
Government officials.

And growth in air tourism, they say, is
threatening further progress toward the
Government’s goal of quieting the skies
over half the park.

In July, the bureaucracy produced the
latest stanza in its regulatory epic, a pro-
posal to put more restrictions on the num-
ber of air tours, effectively freezing the
flights at recent levels. It also proposed
changes to the areas where planes are- al-

lowed to fly, making them fly higher over

some parts of the park.

For air tour operators, who lost a court
challenge to previous F.A A. rules, the new
proposals will significantly impede growth.
Industry groups argue that the park is quiet
enough, and that Government studies show-
ing otherwise are flawed. To environmental-
ists, the changes have been a long time
coming and will be a welcome hiatus while
even tighter restrictions are developed.

Back in 1987, Congress passed a law re-
‘quiring the agencies to substantially restore
natural. quiet in Grand Canyon National
‘Park. For almost a decade the Government
hemmed and hawed about what to do. Then
on Earth Day in 1996, President Clinton
ordered the agencies to limit the number of
sightseeing aircraft immediately — and to
meet the law’s demands completely by no
later than-2008.

But how quiet is quiet?

At Grand Canyon the rule of thumb adopt-
ed by the Government is that the law’s
requirements are met if in 50 percent of the
park no aircraft are audible for at least 75
percent of the day.

For years the F.A.A. has been studying
noise in the park. It estimates that today
only about 32 percent of the park area has
had natural quiet restored (still short of the
50 percent goal). And if no additional action
is taken, the agency projects, future growth
in air tours will reduce naturally quiet areas
to only 25 percent of the park.

The problem, the agency $aid, is that
when it capped the number of planes given
permission to fly over the park, it underesti-
mated the total and how many flights these

Echoes

planes could operate. As a result there is
still considerable overcapacity in the re-
gion, and with the number of visitors rising
over the years, the agency now believes that

- unless flights, as opposed to aircraft, are-

limited, the number will continue to grow 3
percent a year and the skies will get noisier
for a dozen more years.

While the proposed freeze on flights is in
place for the next two years, the agency
plans to continue to collect information
about noise, and says that even more re-
strictions may be needed in the future.

The agency says that the two dozen tour
operators in the region carry about 600,000
passengers a year. It estimated that over 10
years the operators could lose $179 million
in revenues under its proposal.

Air tour operators have complained for
years that the authorities are setting noise
limitations far too low to be realistic and
that the industry's studies show that natural
quiet has already been substantially re-
stored. The park service’s past noise studies
are flawed, they say, and to freeze flights for
two years while more studies are done will
not only hurt their business but also deprive
tens of thousands of pecple of the chance to
see the canyon.

They call their services an environmen-
tally friendly way to see the park, and a big
service to the handicapped and to older
visitors. And they say that their industry
isn’t growing any faster than the numbers of

-visitors who hike or boat through the can-

yon.

“This canyon is 280 miles long and 10
miles wide,” said Brenda Halvorson, presi-
dent of Papillon
“There is plenty of space for river runners

-to -enjoy it the way they want to, hikers to

enjoy it, and air tour users to enjoy it their

‘way. It is a big, big place.”

Environmentalists, on the other hand,
were encouraged by the latest proposal,
though they say the park is still too noisy.

“We have been arguing since the very
beginning that they need to cap the number
of flights, just as the river has an absolute
limit on the number of people who can float
down,” said Geoffrey Barnard, the presi-
dent of Grand Canyon Trust, an advocacy
group that has been fighting noise in the

. area since it was founded in 1986.

“There are two and a half to three times
as many flights as in 1987,” he said. “There

-are now 88,000 commercial tours per year

over the canyon, over 300 flights per day,
which constitutes what I would call an aerial
carnival over one of the seven wonders of
the world, and an intolerable intrusion.”

THE NEW YORK TIMES, SI)NDAY, AUGUST 2, 1999
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The March and the Constitution

The Federal District Court in New York ruied
properly yesterday that the city’s attempt to pre-
vent the so-called Million Youth March violated the
constitutional right to free speech. Instead of ap-
pealing to a higher court, Mayor Rudolph Giuliani
needs to issue the necessary permits and concen-
trate on making this a safe and orderly gathering.
To escalate the public statements and the legal
battle would only inflame racial tensions — and
provide the archbigot Khallid Abdul Muhammad
with free publicity and a wider audience.

The struggle over the rally is shaping up as a
repeat of last year, when the city denied permits
and was overruled in court. The United States Court
of Appeals for the Second Circuit set parameters for
last year’s event, allowing the marchers to assem-
ble for four hours over a distance of six blocks along
Malcolm X Boulevard, a space large enough to
accommodate many times the 6,000 people who
actually showed up.

Although accounts vary, the event might have
concluded on a calmer note if the police had not

rushed the stage and had a helicopter swoop down
over the crowd just as the event was supposed to

end. District Court Judge Denny Chin chided the
police for their aggressiveness last year, noting that
the use of the helicopter was ‘‘excessive.’ In ruling
that this year’s rally could go on, but without a
parade to the site, the Judge acknowledged that Mr.
Muhammad’s comments about Jews and whites
were “bigoted, hateful, violent and frightening.”
But he held that a society where free speech could
be curtailed “on the basis of administrative whim”
was at least as frightening as Mr. Muhammad’s
bigotry.

Mayor Giuliani wants to prove that he remains
a tough enforcer of the law as he heads into his run
for the Senate. Also, it is understandable that many
citizens might want the Mayer to shut down a rally

that is apt to be filled with racist venom. But New |
York City has a powerful tradition of tolerance for .

free speech, even when it is hateful. By hyping this
march beyond its importance Mr. Giuliani will only
increase the turnout. The best approach is to starve
Mr. Muhammad of public attention, cover the
march with an adequate but restrained police pres-
ence and let his ““movement,” such as it is, collapse
of its own spiritual emptiness.

Hwe p d32
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In Alaska, Helicopters
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Alarm Environmentalists

o

By EDWIN McDOWELL

HEN the United States
~ Forest Service issued a
permit in 1984 for the
first commercial heli-

-7 ‘copter to land tourists
od the Juneau Ice Field, it limited the land-
irfas to 400. Today four helicopter companies
ar€ allowed a total of 19,039 landings a year
on the 100-mile-long ice field, and have peti-
tipned for twice that. They also want to land
at two of the ice field’s 10 zones that were
declared off limits to helicopters in 1987.

“Whether. the helicopter companies get
their wish will depend on regulations that
emerge from passage of a Forest Service
efjvironmental-impact study that is now in
the.draft stage. The final version is sched-
uled to go into effect for five years after the
clrrent five-year regulations expire at the
end of this year. At issue are arguments
about noise pollution, the impact of helicop-
ters on mountain goats and other animals,
access to public land on the ice field and,
most recently, air safety.

-That last issue arose on June 9, when a
sightseeing helicopter belonging to Coastal
Helicopters crashed on Herbert Glacier on

. Mark Kle
Mendenhall Glacier near Juneau.

the -ice field, about 20 minutes north of

Juneauy, killing the pilot and all six passen- -

gers. . . .
The National Transportation Safety

Board is still investigating, and so far the

pilot does not appear to have violated any
flight regulations. And while the crash is
thought to have been the first of a sightsee-
irig helicopter on an ice field (a tourist was
killed when a helicopter collided with a
small plane over Juneau last year), the
accident has sharpened the underlying" dif-
ferences between environmentalists, who
areé adamant about preserving Alaska’s re-
maining wilderness, and those who believe
that the future of Juneau and other Alaskan
cities depends to a large extent on tourism.

John Mazor, president of the Juneau Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau, defends the
proposed increase in helicopter landings as
vital to the economic future of Juneau, the
landlocked Alaska capital of 30,000 resi-
dents. “‘Ten years ago Juneau had twice as
many government jobs as jobs in the pri-
vate sector,” he said, “while today there are
about 9,200 private sector jobs and 6,100
government jobs.” That turnabout, he said,

is a result of shrinking oil reserves in Alas-
ka, which forced cutbacks in government
employment, and a rapidly expanding pri-
vate-sector tourist industry.

“A decade ago we probably had 150,000
cruise ship passengers stop in Juneau dur-

.ing the summer,” Mr. Mazor said. “Now it’s

about 590,000.” Those yisitors, who are in
port for less than a day, account for most of
the estimated $75 million annually that Ju-
neau business earns from tourist expendi-
tures at restaurants and stores, and on such
tours as excursions to a fish hatchery or to
Mendenhall Glacier — and helicopter sight-

. seeing. (They may soon account for even

more of Juneau’s revenue if the city adopts
a head tax of $5 a passenger — as it is
expected to Oct. 5 — in retaliation for the
dumping of pollutants in Alaskan waters by
the Royal Caribbean Internaticnal cruise
line.) : :

~ The briefest helicopter tour takes about 30
minutes, includes a landing on a glacier long
enough for passengers to walk around, and
costs about $125 a person. The 60- to 90-
minute tours, which average $150 to $200 a
person, stop at two glaciers; at each stop the
pilot shuts the engine and leads passengers
on a short walk. -

Two helicopter companies combine gla-
cier sightseeing with a half-hour dog-sled
trip. One company drops off passengers,
who trek across the ice field for an hour or
two with a guide to a pickup point.

And the Forest Service has received re-
quests for tours that feature ski planes, ofi-
road vehicles, overnight trekking, hut-to-hut
guided tours, cross-country skiing, snowmo-
biles, and a combination of float planes and
helicopters — as well as for tours of mining
claims combined with glaciers.

Not surprisingly, the Sierra Club looks
askance at any increase in helicopter land-
ings or any opening of other areas of the
Juneau ice field to aircraft.

“We want helicopter landings kept at
their present levels,” said Richard Hellard,
who is: chairman of the conservation com-
mittee of the Sierra Club in Alaska. “We're
particularly concerned about quiet in the
back country, because it destroys the wil-
derness experience that people are seeking.
And what happens to our community by the
constant roar of helicopters taking off and
landing?”’

The Sierra Club is not opposed to tourism,
Mr. Hellard said, only unrestrained tourism.
“We want a Juneau that 20 years from now
is still a place where people want to visit, not
a depleted wilderness reserve or a tourist
trap.” .

I\gr. Mazor wants the same things, he said,
but doesn’t want Juneau residents having to
choose between eliminating essential city
services, or — in a state that has neither a
sales tax nor income tax — finding other
income sources. “So it comes down to
whether we can put up with four months of
tourism, including helicopter flights, for the
tremendous benefits we receive in return,”
he said. .

Mr. Hellard does not fundamentally dis-
agree. “But what we need to know, and what
nobody’s talking about, is, How much is
enough? How much is too much?” be said.
“So far, nobody on the other side’s even
raising those questions, much less trying to
answer them.”
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CONFRONTATION IN HARLEM: Sudden Soﬁ:nm. Emmnl:m Anger

THE OVERVIEW

New York Times
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Sept. €,

Youth Rally Ends in Clashes, and Recriminations Between OEQENQG and City

Continued From Page !

while they shut down the sound sys-
tem.

- The toll of the brief spate of vio-
lence was stlll belng determined last
night. The police sald that 16 officers

had been slightly Injured, while or- .

ganizers said that two members of
Mr. Muhammad's security force had
been assaulted with pepper spray.
And there was one arrest, on charges
of disorderly conduct and resisting
arrest, the authorities said.

.- Desplte the confusion, one element
remalned clear: the rally's denoue-
ment had aggravated — not ended —
the months-long dispute between Mr.
Muh d and Mr. Gluli

‘“The police did a magnificent
job,” the Mayor sald, referring to a
police operation that city officials
sald cost $l miilion in overtime.
“They were provoked — provoked
over and over again. People in this
city of different religlons and back-
grounds were catled all kinds of vi-
clous names, and the police were
called all kinds of vicious names.
There were Invocations to violence
and to murder, and the police han-
dled it magnificently. They took the
action they had to take to oio_.nn the
court order.”

Mr. Muhammad could not co—o_E_a

last night, but an aide, Quanell X,
used an eplthet to describe the police,
vaying they “attacked the stage."”
_ Norman Siegel, the executive di-
rector of the New York Civil Liber-
ties Union and an eyewitness,
agreed. “{t was Gestapo-like tac-
tics,”” he sald, pointing at the police
who were still on the stage, next to
loudspeakers that had been toppled
over. “Look at them! It confirms this
community's worst fears about the
police.”

Throughout the day, many of those
attending the rally expressed anger
about how the police were handling
the event. “It's the Million Cop
March, not the Million Youth
March,” said Michael White, 36, who
lives In the Bedford-Stuyvesant sec-
tion of Brooklyn. “All the police are
on the Inside, we're all an the outside.
It shouldn’t be like that.”

Khallid Abdul Muhammad, center right, wearing a striped sash over his suit,

rwi Mulamimad/ [he New Yok [imes

pulled an aide’s jacket to restrain him as the police surged forward.

“They're exhorting the crowd to
violence, which Is barbaric and just
inhuman,” he said. **There's a large
gathering of young people. Many of
them [eel intimidated and harassed
by the full deployment of police. Giv-
en that intimidation, for the speakers
to be advocating the shooting of
white people is loathsome. And yet
my {eeling is that this visible pres-
ence of police artillery has in many
senses provoked the crowd.”

As the rally drew to a close, the
crowd roared when Mr. Muhammad
was announced as the final speaker.
And he provided what has become
vintage Muhammad -~ wearing a
black-green-and-red sash over a
dark sult, bald head glistening even
in the stage shadows, preaching his
anti-Semitic, antl-white brand of
black pride. .

“We came in peace, we came in
unity, we came in love,” he shouted,
his audlence now aware of the police
officers gathering behind the stage.
“They changed all of the rules. And
stop asking me about the Jews being
the bloodsuckers of the black nation.
... They are the bloodsuckers of the
black community.*

After describing various Harlem
officlals as “’boot-licking’ and “sissi-
fled”; after threatening the police
and the Mayor to “mop these streets
with you today'’; after urging his
listeners to fight any officer who
begins confrontation, he urged peo-
ple to “go home to your families.”

As the officers mounted the stage,
he disappeared, and so did Mr. Sha-
bazz, carrying a plastic bucket of

The city denled the request for a
rally in Harlem on Labor Day week-
end, saying it would cause excessive
congestion when the city's comple-
ment of police offlicers was already
stretched thin. It olfered an aiterna-
tive time and location.

Harlem's leaders, hile, crit-

organizers acknowledged that they
expected only 50,000 people — rather
than the one million to three million
originally touted — the panel nar-
rowed the rally, from 12 hours and 29
blocks to just 4 hours and 6 blocks.
Yesterday morning, the rally

Icized Mr. Muhammad for speaking
of black unity while failing to tell
Harlem of his plans. They said they
supported the empowerment of
black youth — the stated purpose of
the rally — but decried the Icader’s
anti-white message. But they also

1 d that the Mayor had not

Yesterday's event | d a
months-long quarrel between organ-
izers and the clty. The ostensible
question centered on the rights to the
use of the streets of Harlem, but an
undercurrent of racial tension has
flowed through the dispute. For
weeks, the Z..«c_. has denounced the
?.___< as a “hute march,” while Mr,
has espoused anti-white
n the engaging cadences

kept them apprised. And they said
that by mixing the permit denial with
his denunciation of Mr. Muhammad
as a hate-monger, Mr. Giuliani had
only aggravated tensions.

Finally, lasr week, a three-judge
panel for the Federal Court of Ap-
peals for the Second Circuit said the
organizers had a right to hold a rally,
but not te dictale the terins of Ihe
gathering. After a lawyer for the

d 10 bring a (estival leel to the
streets of Harlem, as vendors
hawked T-shirts and pies, and people
banged drums and waved the black-
green-and-red flags that represent
black nationalism.

But amid all the hubbub were the
police, hundreds of them, standing in
whatever shade they could lind, wait-
ing for instructions.

By late morning. the rally was
drawing hundreds of people who
identified themsclves as being mem-
bers of various arganizations. the
Youth for Social Change, from Dur-
hiam, N.C.; the Worklare Workers;

» Broux group's leader had
1o his shirt. He
1o sy whether it was live.

Jamille Jones, 17, of Newark, who
had joined 50 other people in taking
the PATH train from New Jersey
and then the A train to Harlem, wore
a black beret and pins depicting
black panthers. He spoke admiringly
of Mr. Muhammad. “He doesn't hold
his tongue,” the young man said. “'He
tells it like it is, about what they're
doing to us. He's leeling our anger.”

Within the first 30 minutes of
speeches, the crowds recelved the
kind of mixed message thal has dis-
turbed Harlem's political leaders.

First, a young boy identified as

Little Brother Damien of the Harlem
Boys Choir urged understuanding be-
tween generations of black people:
“We've got to change the way we
treat our mothers and fathers and
the ways our mothers and fathers
treat their sons and daughters.”
n another speaker introduced
Malik Zuiu Shabazz, a lawyer and
ciose aide to Mr. Muhammad, as the
man who “‘gave Jews hell in the
newspapers.””

1 don't care that you call yourself
Crip, I don’t care that you call your-
self Blood,” Mr. Shabazz said, refer-
ring to gangs that had been invited to
the rally. **You are the chosen people
of God. I don't care what the Jews
say. You are the only people who
have been In bondage for over 400
years."

Two City Councilmen from Har-
lem, Staniey E. Michels and Gulller-
mo Linares, attended the rally early
in the afternocon and branded it a
fallure. “‘The turnout here today is
clearly a rejection of what Khallid
Muhammad has sald and the racism
he stands for," Mr. Michels said.

But State Senator David A. Pater-
son and other Harlem officlals were
clearly anxious, early on, about the
possibility of a clash hetween the
police and the participants.

By early afternoon, he was in his
office on West 125th Street, receiving
reports from dozens ol volunteers —
and he was not happy ahout what he

was hearing. . \l\»\h. mv

cash contrib from the crowd.
But thelr legacy will apparently
extend beyond the weekend, as the
cause of the afternoon clashes iIs
determined.

Mr. Safir, the Police Commission-
er, placed the blame squarely on Mr.
Muhaminad. ““1 don’t think you have
to be a brain surgeon,” he said, “'to
understand that when you tell people
to take cops’ guns and shoot them,
and you tell people to throw barriers
and then barriers are in fact thrown
at police, in my view that's inciting to
riot."”

But Kwesl Addu, one of Mr. Mu-
hammad's security guards, dis-
agreed, as people hovered over him,
dousing his reddened eyes with wa-
ter to wash away the pepper spray.
“Look at what they did,” he said.
'They were storming the stage and |
wouldn't move. They brought the vio-
lence here.”

“That :n__no ter wasn't an accl-

mith of z!.:..,r us she hurried her
two children out of harm's way. *'We
didn’t do anything to deserve this.”

Y3.5
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BOB HERBERT

An Insult to Harlem

In the end the ordinary people of
Harlem proved to be smarter and far
more responsible than either Khallid
Muhammad or ‘Rudolph Giuliani.

Both men are provocateurs and
both were spoiling for a fight on
Saturday. Mr. Muhammad did his
usual number on whites and Jews.
And he wrapped up his ugly speech
by urging his listeners, if attacked, to
retaliate by treating the police the
way some officers in Brooklyn treat-
ed Abner Louima.

MTr. Giuliani, who is supposed to be
the Mayor of the entire city, abused
the power of his office by turning a
large section of Harlem into a police
encampment. By doing that he hu-
miliated thousands of perfectly
peaceful and law-abiding residents
whose only offense was that they are
black.

But a funny thing happened on the
way to the riot. The people kept their
heads. They never bought into the
hateful rhetoric spewed by a succes-
sion of clowns from the speakers’
platform. And they refused, despite
feeling bitter and hurt, to lash out at
the police officers who showed up by
the thousands on Saturday morning
and locked down the neighborhood.

The cops came ready for war. Res-
idents who emerged from their
apartments and brownstones at the
start of a beautiful holiday weekend
were greeted by an army of police
officers who had arrived with heli-
copters, horses, tractor-trailer
trucks, buses, cars, vans and motor-
cycles. Police barricades seemed to
go up everywhere. Subway stations
were shut down, their entrances
blocked by yellow tape that read:
“Police line — do not cross.”

] think it's terrible,” said Debra

- Morrison, who belongs to a commu-

nity group called the Harlem Gate-
way Committee. “It’s like they want
trouble.” .

Dozens of blocks surrounding the
site of the afternoon rally were
closed off. People attempting to go to
the rally were treated perversely.
The police would tell them they could
approach the site from, say, 123d
Street. The people would walk to
1234, only to be told they would have
to go down to 118th. There they would
find that 119th was closed, etc.

“Why are they doing this?” a
woman asked me. She was on the
verge of tears.

Another woman said, “I'm trying
to get to my church, but they won’t
let me.” A woman beside her said,
“I'm trying to go home.””

A man who walked away from one
of the barricades said, in obvious
frustration: “I can’t let it get the
best of me. They treat us like we’re
all criminals.”

Many people were upset. But they
did not hassle the officers posted at
the barricades. And the officers, for
the most part, treated the people
respectfully. A cop, who asked that
his name not be used, said to me:
“You know where the orders are
coming from. The people are fine.

Giuliani’s police
encampment.

twdxd

Not one problem. But T have to follow
my orders.” :
Rudolph Giuliani would never, but’
never, treat an entire neighborhood:
of white people the way he treated’
the people in the vicinity of LenoX’
Avenue on Saturday. The so-called”
Million Youth March was a failure in-
the sense that only a few thousand
people showed up, and very few of
them were teen-agers. Mr. Muham:,
mad’s message of hate was soundly
rejected by young black people.  +
But Mr. Giuliani, by deploying his
police as if all black people were 2
mortal threat, succeeded in intensi-
fying the opposition among blacks,
toward him and his policy of police
overkill. The anti-Giuliani feeling-
among black people in this city is-
overwhelming and growing.
There was no need to have helicop~
ters swooping down and buzzing the
rooftops on Lenox Avenue on Satur-
day. This was Harlem, not Vietnam.’
There was no need for cops in riot:
gear to storm a rally that was end-,
ing. The rally had certainly been
repugnant, but it was neither violent,
nor illegal. The threat to the peace
came from Mr. Giuliani’s police.
The Mayor is playing with fire. HE
may feel that it is in his political
interest to keep beating up on blaclg
people. It may help him as he does
his little dance in front of Republican
groups around the country that had-
no use for black people to begin with.
But it is not in the city’s interest
Black New Yorkers are fed up with'
Mr. Giuliani’s abuse and contempt.
He seems not to care, which insures
that a bad situation will only get
worse. O
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Grounded

Another Heliport to Close as City
Continues Crackdown on Copters

After years of battles over noisy heli-
copter tourism, the city last week
released a master plan that calls for more
bans on sightseeing and the closure of a
second heliport.

The West Side Heliport on West 30th
Street will almost certainly not have its
lease renewed in 2001, because of envi-
ronmental restrictions placed on the
Hudson River Park. The East 60th Street
heliport was closed last February and the
East 34th Street heliport ceased weekend
operations this month.

The 900-page master plan’s recom-
mendations were never really in any
doubt, as the Giuliani administration has
come out strongly against the helicopters.
Residents of high-rise buildings across
Manhattan said that at the height of
sightseeing three years ago, helicopters
would buzz past their homes as often as
every two minutes.

The city cannot regulate the flights
directly, as that is the purview of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration. But they
can and have used landlord powers over
the heliports to force operators to stop
flying sightseeing tours.

The plan calls for a continued ban on
sightseeing, excluding flights that take off
from the Downtown Manhattan Heli-

gy

Five pyyo

port, where a federal grant prevents a
ban until 2008.

The plan also announced that an in-
dependent consultant hired by the city
found no safety violations at any Man-
hattan heliport.
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DAILY NEWS Wednesday, November 3, 1999

ALL THE WHIRLY’S HIS STAGE
Talk about having trouble getting your message
across. ’

‘Being vice president isn't exactly helping Al Gore’s
presidential campaign..Look what happened when he !
came to New York Monday night to give an informal
speech.

The veep was all setto speak-in the garden of Tina
Brown's East Side apartment. But just when he got up
to address his remarks to a crowd that included
Walter 1saacson, David Westin, Barbara Walters and
Henry Kravis,_all that could be heard was ine wﬁirling
of helicopters flying over the building 1o ensure the

“area was secure for Gore. o

And that's not all. The sound system did -
not seem to be working too well, either.
Still, Gore soldiered on. y

“There was a problem with the amplifi-
cation, which was made worse by the hel-
icopter hovering overhead,” said
Michael Douglas, who brought his girl-
friend, Catherine Zeta-Jones, 10 the

gh though Douglas could hardly

hear what the vice president was say-
ing, “I'm an Al Gore supporter,”
he said. “I like Bill Bradley,
100. But I givé Gore the nod
because of his experience.”

One person who couldn’t
be drowned out there was
Neli Campbell, owner of the
ciub Nell’s on W. 14th St. On
her way out of Brown's apart-
ment, Campbeli turned to Gore
and said, “Darling, one last
thought before 1 -g0. Ban
firearms, legalize drugs and, by
the way, best of luck to you, dar-
ling.”

Hwe p U4
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_NEW YORK, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1999

EDITORIALS/LETTERS
A30
" Helicopter Havoc

To the Editor: _—

Noise from unregulated helicop- -
ters puts everyone at risk of sleep .
interruptions, disrupted conversa- -
tions, illnesses and an inability to -
work or enjoy our homes and parks
(news article, Nov. 28). News heli-
copters are a significant offender. -
Whether cruising all day looking for
a story, hovering at low altitudes,
circling for hours or “stacking’™
above an event, their presence sug-
‘gests that people on the ground don’t
matter. i

Regulation or even pooling cover-
age is not the answer. What we need
is a ban on nonemergency helicop-’
ters in New York City airspace so
that residents can get some peace. -
While we can survive without aerial
news shots, we cannot live with intru-
sive helicopters. Joy A. HELD

New York, Nov. 30, 1999 -

The writer is president of the Heli-
copter Noise Coalition.
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‘verely impacted.

By CHRISENA COLEMAN
DALY NEWS STAFF WRITER

A New York-based environ-
mental group released a study
yesterday that concluded heli-
copter noise in the city is linked
to hiealth problems. _

la its 57-page report, the Natu-
ral Kesources Defense Council
said the type of noise caused by
helicopters is linked to serious
health problems in New York-
ers, including cardiovascular
and sleep disorders, anxiety and
impaired learning ability in chil-
dren.

According to the study, titled
“Needless Noise: The Negative
Impacts of Helicopter Traffic in
New Yorlk City and the Tri-State
Region,” there are not enough
regulations in place to monitor
helicopter noise, and it is put-
ting the health of New Yorkers
at risk. B

“We found out that helicopters
are very underregulated,” said
council spokeswoman Carolyn
Cunningham, who wrote the re-
port. “New York City has the
highest helicopter traffic in the
country, and the residents are se-

The report says there are no
emission standards for helicop-
ter engines and that their emis-
sions go unabated and uncon-
trolled.

Council officials said the city
should work toward decreasing
the city’s sightseeing helicopter
flights and eventually ban them,
because they are not necessary
and are bad for the environ-
ment. .

“New York City is the most
heavily helicopter-trafficked ar-
ea in the country, with more
than 140,000 flights.yearly dur-
ingthe 1990s,” said Richard Kas-
sel the resources defense
group.\‘Clearly, now is the time
for the ¢ity and the individual he-
liports to decrease noise and pro-
tect the public.”

The mayor's office today is ex-
vected 'to set un a heliconter

task force to look into the mat-
ter. But the environmental group
said the city's helicopter use
master plan, released in the fall,
understates the effects of in-
creased numbers of helicopter
overflights on the environment
and public health. The group
urged city officials to decrease
the helicopter noise in an effort
to protect the public.
Cunningham said the Council
had done two studies about air-
nort nollition in the araa it did

EARACHE Hellcopters landing at the East River Heliport at 34th

not look at helicopters. Howev-
er, there were noise complaints
on record from residents who
did not like helicopters in their
neighborhood, which prompted
the latest study.

She said helicopters are not
being forced to comply with
noise and pollution regulations.
The council said there is no pro-
vision in the Clean Air Act regu-
lating pollution from aircraft.

“There is an urgent need for
naice ralief ? caid Cunnincham

St. are one source of numerous noise complaints by neighbors.

“Helicopter noise is annoying be-
cause of blade slap and low-fre-
quency noise that results in
building vibration.”

She said residents also should
be concerned about potentially
harmful toxins released into the
air by helicopters.

City Councilwoman Christine
Quinn (D-Chelsea) said she has
received all sorts of complaints
from constituents about helicop-
ter noise.

“Halirnntar naica ic an anare

mous problem in.my district,”
said Quinn. “It is one of the chief
complaints that 1 have heard
since 1 took office. The noise is
keeping their children up at
night and causing their build-
ings to vibrate.”

She said the industry has not

been regulated but that she

hopes the situation will be recti-
fied.

“This report is enormously
helpful to me,” she said. “It fur-
ther proves what people have

hann tallisam van all alan~?
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_ NEW YORK, MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2000

EDITORIALS/LETTERS Al18

Make Rules for Copters

To the Editor:

Re “Rich Brazilians Rise Above
Rush-Hour Jams” (Sdo Paulo Jour-
nal, Feb. 15), about the increased use
of private helicopters in Brazil:

The United States is also seeing a
disturbing increase in the use of heli-
copters to bypass conventional
ground transportation. And no one
controls helicopters. A truck can't
idle for more than three minutes on a
New York City street, but helicopters
may {ly anywhere, at any hour, hov-
ering as long and as low as they
desire. That is why many New York-
ers suffer from the growing swirl of
corporate, sightseeing and media
helicopters. :

Fortunately, high crime rates
aren’t driving more New Yorkers to
the sky. But until strict legislation is .
enacted, helicopter use will increas- ‘
ingly affect the lives of the city’s
residents. . COLLEEN CARON

New York, Feb. 17, 2000
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packets to hold fishing line and

smposer John Cage responded He
sent Hempton a steady stream of cryp-
ic notes, including one that read,
“Fear is one of the seven essential
motions.”
«] never knew what he was talking
bout, but it didn’t matter,” says
Hempton. “The message was that
Tohn Cage was writing to me. At a
time when everyone else was telling me
to get on with my life, John Cage
thought my work was important.”

After hiking out of the Hoh Rainfor-
est with the elks’ daybreak chorale on
tape, Hempton eases Fritz into a

His pace is leisurely, almost puttering,
nd the intensity has faded from his
yes. At 47, Hempton seems born to
is field uniform of Tevas, khaki shirt,
nd “miracle shorts”—cotton cutoffs
hat he has outfitted with leather

padded pouch and repacks his gear..

hooks, fire starter, a knife, a compass,
and a flashlight.

Every piece of his $30,000 state-of-
the-art electronic recording equipment
has its place in his mobile office, a pea-
green 1964 VW bus that transports
him to trailbeads at 50 miles per hour,
tops. He has rigged it with a wood-
stove, a cell phone, and a laptop com-
puter. Hempton shrugs at the juxta-
position of high tech and low tech,
admitting to a gaggle of internal con-

tradictions. He is professionally depen-

dent on technology but takes full-
moon solo “walkabouts” carrying
little more than matches and a tarp.
He considers himself a purist, refus-
ing to edit his recordings in a studio,
yet one fourth of his business is devel-
oping sounds for computer games.
Hempton doesn’t try to explain the
incongruities. “I've learned to trust

.the FAA uses to sepa cate 16w n01se exposure from mo

my instincts,” he says. A recording
session in Sri Lanka provided the most
dramatic lesson. Alone at night, miles
into the Sinharaja Forest, Hempton
suddenly felt an alarm close to panic.
He held an internal discussion, his sen-
sible self arguing that there was noth-
ing to fear, his scared self yelling “Run,
man, run!” Realizing that he could
leave Fritz with the tape rolling, he
retreated at a rapid walk. When he
replayed the tape, he heard his own
footsteps becoming more and more
distant, then the unmlstakab]e growl

~of aleopard.

‘By 1990 Hempton was convinced
that the noises of civilization were
overwhelming the natural soundscape
worldwide. He embarked on a four-
month trip to capture and preserve
pristine sounds on each continent.
The result was Vanishing Dawn Chorus,
a video that won a 1992 Emmy Award.

- ‘erate noise exposure; 65 decibels is still unhea.lthy Use 55

9. Ban ﬂxghts over and within two miles of nonurban -
national parks, wilderness areas, natxona[ ‘monuments,

decibels until a descriptor that includes low-fréquency noise
is developed.

U4ne Reades
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it tracks Hempton as he hears the
hymn of the earth awakening.

The attention that video drew to the
loss of quiet helped Hempton launch
One Square Inch of Silence, his plan
for saving the soundscape of Ameri-
ca’s national parks. The proposal calls
on Congress to designate one square
inch in each of 10 national parks as
zero-tolerance zones for human noise.
Devilishly simple in concept, this
minuscule set-aside has enormous
ramifications. To eliminate the drone
of a generator, several square miles
would have to be noise-free; to elimi-
nate the roar of an airplane, tens of
square miles. Imagine no more air
tours of Hawaii Volcanoes National
Park or Grand Canyon, Hempton says
wistfully; no more helicopters in Mesa
Verde or tour buses in Yosemite.

Among federal bureaucrats, One-

A1C N EVOKE N KIC dN
regrets. “This system doesn’t function
that way,” says Bill Schmidt, a natural
resources representative for the Nation-
al Park Service. “I don’t know how we'd
deal with it as a practical matter.”

Still, Schmidt says, Hempton’s doc-
umentation of the steady decline of
noise-free intervals has won serious
attention from the Park Service. A new
manual expected this year will guide
park managers to curb the racket pro-
duced by thetr own operations, as well
as the noise visitors generate. It’s a
start, says Hempton, but it may be too
little, too late. While the dawdling Park
Service spends millions collecting data
on how much noise visitors will toler-
ate, songbirds have a hard time hear-
ing one another’s warbles over the din.
“A tax is being usurped on our health
and well-being—and on the environ-
ment,” Hempton fumes. “If we con-

no longer have the abrhty to transform
us, we'll all go to hell fast.”

Within the small community of nat-
ural-sound recorders, Hempton is a
maverick. While other professionals
are seeking solo voices in isolation,
Hempton seeks the full natural choir,
with all the distance and space of an
actual outdoor listening experience. In
contrast to academically trained sci-

entists, who identify every sound by

precise location and species, Hemp-
ton’s documentation is lax. What he
offers in place of scientific accuracy
is an aesthetic perspective that encour-
ages people to listen to the environ-
ment around them, take note of what
they hear, and enjoy it, says Greg Bud-
ney, a curator at Cornell University’s
Library of Natural Sounds.

But Hempton is obsessive about
detail. For a computer golf game

LES CI2EK

should be umted

Les Blamberg is execuuve dtrector of the Natse Ppllunan CIearmg— g
house, which maintains an exhausuve library. cmd network aI' :
www.nonoise.org. From The New Rules ( Winter 1999) Sub.\'cnp- )
tions: $35/yr. (4 issues) from the Institute far Local Self Reliance,
1313 Fifth St. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55414; www.ilsi.org.

UTNE READER

around doesnt solve the problem and dmdes

MAY-JUNE

- The Standing Still Project
According to Erica Fielder, environmental art teacher
at the College of the Redwoods Mendocino campus,
by standing still, you: reduce air pollution, slow the
cutting of trees, stop consuming, avoid throwing things
away, halt the race, and remember what you forgot.
Erica stands still regularly on Main Street in Fort
Bragg, California.

From Turning Wheel ( Winter 2000). Subscriptions:
$351yr. (4 issues) from Buddhist Peace Fellowship, Box
4650, Berkeley, CA 94704.
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Everyone complains about loud sounds in the city.

But is there something you can ac

Our’TOWn

By SANDRA YIN Tune §,2000

ention the word “noise.” and New Yorkers
3 sound off about the din that invades their
work, play and sleep. In many cases, their
atternpts to get others to pipe down are a lesson in furility.

One Upper East Sider, who asked to remain anonymous,
said the noise from cars near ber building on East 62nd
Street near York Avenue gets her worked up. If she bad
grenades, she said, “I'd be lobbing them out the window.”
Instead, all she can do is pull the pillow over her head.

At the end of each full Community Board 8 meeting,
chairman Barry Schneider repeats 2 mantra that includes the
phrase, “Horn-honking must be abated.” At meetings,
restaurants often face opposition from baard members who
believe the introduction of sidewalk cafes on otherwise
ranquil residential streets is the beginning of the end. Some
people near the Queensboro Bridge exit ramps don't show
their aparanents on weekends, said Schaeider, fearing the
hon.king will scare buyers away. .

3. 7N

lain of diminished quality of life when
drivers stuck in traffic near the Queensboro Bridge lean
on their horns. The New York City Noise Code prohibits
non-emergency hom honking.’

s
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The worst helicopter traffic in the country hovers over
New York City.

Some residents who face recurring noise adjust to avoid

E

tually do about itP

5 an hour, he recalled, like 2 huge lawnmower above his head.

According to Executive Director Joy Held, the Helicopter
Noise Coalition of New York wants to create a helicopter
no fly” zone the fve boroughs with an exception for
emergency aircraft for the city, which has the most heli-
copter aaffic in the country. h

Unwanted noise resides at the center of a conflict that
pits people living quietly with an active, vibrant tourist des-
tination. Said Davis, who refuses to open his windows:
“There seems to be a lack of awareness on the part of com-
muters that come from outside the city that people acrually
live here” )

" How to muffie the din

| By SANDRA YIN

en it comes to noise, New York Clty resi-
dents do have recourse. But because noise
conrrol falls under so many different juris-
" dictions, it's not always clear where to call for help.
The Department of Environmental Protection (718-DEP-
_ HELP) and the New York Police Department (1-888-677-
5433) both operate 24-hour bodines for noise complaints.
DEP deploys 40 air and noise pollution inspectors to

k- ¥:
S

it. Bob Davis, a member of the Midtown North Precinct  Investigate complaines. When somebody phones in a prob-
Community Council, will never open his window while he  lem, DEP later schedules an appoinmment and shows up
lives abave an open-air parking lot berween Ninth and  with a sound meter to investigate within three days, said
Tenth avenues on West $3rd Street. With more than 200 cars  spokesman Geoffrey Ryan. From April 1, 1999-April 1,
right outside his living room windaw, he said, “There's 2000, the agency logged approximately 9,500 noise com-
rarely a dme that a car alarm is not going off” He regularly  plaints, said Ryan, down from  total of 10,745 the previ-
calls themn, sending parking attendants scurrying o cancel  ous year. The number of actual sources of noise is smaller

the alarms at the 24-hour loc.

Barbara Feld, 2 member of the 44th Street Berter Block
Association, avoids ber apartment on Wednesdays. That's
when car alarms go off for two hours, while their owners
artend matinees. :

than the number of callers. A restaurant under new manage-
ment that jacks up the music volume might spur several
complaint calls.

: DEP, whose mission, among others, is to enforce the

poise code, handles all kinds of complaints. But most, said

In Clinton, tour buses barre! through the streets, wucks | Ryan, are assodiated with sadonery sound sources, includ-

roar by and buses idle in no standing zones. It's an area,
said Judy Shotwell, vice-president of the Midtown North.
Precinct Council. At-the coundil, traffic noise has replaced
prostitution as the No. 1 problem: - L '

When the box gets blocked, cars sit ourside her window,
“blowing their horns as if it’s going to marter," she said.

“West of Eighth Avenue, we don’t get the same anteasion
that Fifth and Sixth avenues get,” she said, referring to the :

dearch of noise enforcement in her area. Sometimes the

vibradon of idling buses makes bricks fall off her building.

-During the day, she often goes outside to ask drivers
pipe down. Some get out of their cars and go after her.
“We're beside ourselves,” she-said. “We don't know what to
do. It's got to come down' from the top and we have yet to
see that bappen.” A o

And there’s no gerting away &ogirt.he noise. jean-Daniel *
Nolan went to Central Park’s Sheep Meadow recendy, for -

some peace and quiet. knstead, a helicopter hovered-for half

an a7 25 ok 15 seas’l oY viBUud baveay wougdt - Nt S0AE 2O CiLAITUOD

Ve puas

J PP EEPIS SNSRI P -

ing off-hours construcdon, noisy cooling units and music
- that seeps out of bars, dlubs or sound studios. -
#.. Calls to the police Quality-of-Life botline are passed on
nothelocalpmdnc:bracdcn.Depmdingonthemmof
! the complaint and the caseload, police may go check our
the problem immediately, handing out warnings or sum-
mons, depending on what they find. To complain about
excessive horn-honking, loud music or noise from neigh-
+ bors, all your local police precinct. -

For a neighbor-to-neighbor problem, it may be easiest o
speakdhe:dywkhdusaume.hﬂmg:hat.ashngthecul- .
prit’s landlord to intercede may help. When recurring noise
does not warrant an arrest, police often make referrals to
the free dispute resolucion programs at the Midtown Com-
munity Court or the Manhauan Mediadon Center. [See
accompanying box. .

Complumgs abm]xt city garbage trucks would go to the -
Deparmment of Sanitadon, while those about cornmer:
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Every few days, it seems like ancther street is being

- ripped open, jackhammers pounding. At 11 p.m. one
.. recent weekday night, a workman tore into West 103th

Street.

carting companies which tend to operate at night should go
to the Trade Waste Comrmission.

Because problems are not always routed to the right
place, Kathy Kinsella, district manager of Community Board

s, urges people to let their community boards help them

navigate the maze of city agendies that handle noise issues.

Noise abatement takes many forms. Once or twice 3
month, police with the 19th Precinct, which covers the are
from East $9th to East 96th streets, conduct sweeps for
born-hopking near the Queensboro Bridge, Gommunity
Affairs Police Officer JoAnne Dowd said. At least four dmes
a year, the police coordinate with other agendes including
the Department of Health, Fire Deparunent and DEP and
swoop in on chronic hot spots, such as bars or clubs thatare
associated with a varjety of offenses, including noise.

Since the beginning of the year, the 19th Precinct has
fielded 132 qualiry-of-life complaints, most related to maf-
fic. But it's hard to catch them in the act. "We don't have the
personnel to investigate every complaint immediately.”
noted Dowd, adding that they are required to answer every
job that comes to the predinct.

Dealing with noise in the city that never sleeps is a chal-
lenge, experts say. Part of the problem is that the noise code
is out of date, said Arline Bronzaft, an environmenu! psy-
chologist who is 2 member of the mayor's Council on the
Environment and chairwoman of its noise comrnittee. "The
code is 30 years old,” she said. "There are noises that exist
today that we didn't have then.” :

DEP recently asked for Bronzaft’s help in writing the scope

of work for a request for proposal for consulunts to update ™~

the noise code. While she credits the agency for recognizing
the code s obsolete, she cridcized the agency too. "If cnly 20
percent of the dme DEP issues violatons,” she asked, "what
happens to the 80 percent of customers left dissarisfied?"
DEP spokesman Ryan estimated about 15 percent of
complaints investigated result in the issuance of a violaton.
In many cases, e said, no acrual violation of the neise code
It may be that the gap berween the standard set by the
noise code and what people hear needs to be closed. Bron-
zaft, who has served as a noise expert both here and abroad,

.-

believes tlegal decibel rhresholds are set too high and -

should be lowered. Councilman A. .3ifford Miller, whose
partcular per peeve is horn-honking, takes 2 more moder-
ate approach. Although he agreed the code needs npdating,
he said, most of all, it needs enforcement, *If there was full
enforcement of the noise code,” be said, “the city would be

s quieter place.” -
In response 1o accusations of lax enforcement, Ryan said,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 37
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J-How Bad Vibos
__Affeot Your Health

P, . Que Town
By SANDRAYIN .~ TJume €, 2000
Wbethu New Yorkers' ears are going down the
tubes, no one knows for sure.

~ Asked whether New Yorkers are more at risk for long-
term, noise-induced hearing loss, Dr. Mark Cramer, a noise
expert at New York Presbyterian Hospical, responded: “As a
group? Probably not.™

the Noise Center of the League for the Hard of Hearing, 2
hearing rehabilitaton and human service agency, seems to
suggest otherwise. Findings showed a dramatic 15-60 per-
cent increase in the occurrence of hearing loss across age
groups over an 18-year period. “The only explanadon that
we see,” said Nancy Nadler, director of the Noise Cextez, “is
that the noise level is going up”

If i¢ is, New Yorkers are at grearer risk for a host of health
problems. :

“Too much noise for too long a time is not a good

-thing,” said Cramer, who described how a person’s hearing

range narrows at both ends. On the lower end, sensidviry to
sound is reduced and on the upper end, tolerance for loud-
ness decreases. People who either can't bear you or say
you're yelling when you're not, probably suffer some hear-
ing loss, said Cramer, who has fic out whole rock groups
with custom-made earplugs. He recommends cylindrical

June B, 2000 = 21
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foam plugs, which can be squished and then swell to fill the

ear canal as one of the best forms of hearing protection.
After hearing a loud noise, a person may experience 2

- temporary ringing in the ears or difficulty bearing. With
.'Tepeated exposure, the temporary shift in bearing can

become permanent. How susceptible 2 person is to hearing
loss varies from person to person, said Cramer. Two people
may work for years in a noisy workplace. One of them may
suffer hearing loss, while the other does not.

But noise is more than just a threat to our ears. Besides
barming hearing or disrupting sleep, unwanted sounds,
even quiet ones, can trigger a physical response to the

. . siress, according to moise experts. The heart rate increases,
- Buta recent study of 64,000 New York City residents by *

blood pressure rises and blood cholesterol rises.
Psychological research has shown that noise takes a toll on
leaming, t00, said Arline Bronzaft, an environmental psycholo-
gist who has studied noise problems for 25 years. Young chil-
drer acquire language skills more slowly and are less likely 1o
explore their environments when they live in a noisy home.
In ber landmark study, the reading ability of sixth-
graders whose classroom was next to elevated tain wacks
lagged a year behind their peers on the quiet side of the
school. After acoustic ceilings were mounted in the rooms
facing the tracks and rubber pads added to the tracks to
muflle the sound, the reading scores of the children for-
merly on the loud side caught up to those on the guiet side.
‘When the sound of someone else’s drummer contnues 'c
pound, “learned helplessness™ sets in. Bronzaft described itas
the feeling that, no matter what you do, you just can’t fightit.
“The bottom line is,” she said, “you're probably preuy
miserable,” |

pute Resohrion Program it the Midiown Ll

Examples: Jate-night and early-moming gatbage pick
For comphints about white New Yok City Sasiiniton
Afuirs at (212) 788-3793;For comphtny v
Waste Commission at (212) $76-6300.°
Sotirces: Midwe: Commuaity Conri Nejer Supous: Gabde and the Nk C

~ If you have a'noise complaint, consider taking the following steps:
* Go to the source when possible and try 20 resolve the problem amicably.
* Document the problem. Be prepared toprovide the sreet address of the site, the time noise occurs and, if relevant,
the company at the site or the kind of equipment causing the noise.
* Try free mediadon if, fter trying to iitve theipriblem, you are not sadsfied. For Midtawn Manhattan residents: Dis-

urt, (212) 484-2715. Other parts of Manhartan: Manhat-

-

C Depastiment of Environmental Protection

eeing construcdon permits. To

ipeace . .
NYC Deg t of Sanitation Community
age € ion companies, call the NYC Trade

i Hear Too Darn Much
‘One man’s advice when it comes to
the wonderful world of earplugs

By JIM BROWNOLD

My favorite rraveling companion bas become

trusty livle pink ear stopples. . :
They're sort of a combination of cotton candy and

slightly chewed bubble gum. These-are the best, to my

Hwve PYsD

- way of thinking They may not have the highest notse

reducticn rating, but if you jam them in far enough - Like
until they Just brush up against your brain stem = the
Joudest thing going on is your own breathing. And in
addidon, §f you bure, you can drown out even the most
statwart panhandier. {If they escaped the Giulian! purge.
they're tough.)

. Unlike rubber or plastic earplugs, these lirde pink thin-
gies are malleable. You can pull them apart and create any
ize and shape Afterall, you mazy have a petite, shell-like ear

. CONTINULD ON PAGE 37
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LETTERS
Be Heard Alout Noise

To the Editor: .

Kudos for your attention to mnoise
(“Sounding Off About Noise,” June 8) and
your call for a “noise czar”

We urge individuals with
helicopter noise and fumes
complaints to call the auto-
mated city helicopter com-
plaint Yine at (212) 312-

' 3964, and to contact their
elected officials at the city,
state and federal levels as well
as the Federal Aviadon
Administration. ’

Concerned community
action can bring results.
Regarding helicopters, com-
mmity advocacy over the
past four years has achieved
the following: the mayor’s :
policy to ban tour helicopters from city heli-
ports (also endorsed by the governor); a study
of helicopter noise impacts on the tri-state
area; a sirnilar nationat study to be conducted
this year; the introduction of the Helicopter
Noise Control and Safety Act into Congress; the
dosure of a heliport; an electronic news-gath-
ering helicopter noise manual (in process);
and the establishment of a city helicopter over-
sight committee, arnong others.’

We encourage Our Town readers to be heard
about noise and to join in our efforts to elimi-
nate non-emergency helicopters from NewYork
City land and airspace, including waterways.

' Jox A. HELD
PRESIDENT, HELICOPTER NOISE
COALITION OF NEW YORK CITY

also in West+ Side Spirit & (a2 /o0
Hwve pys!
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t — Lance Morrow

'i The Buzz of Summer
~1 What ever happened to the nice, quiet vacation?

E CHECKED INTO A HOTEL A FEW YEARS AGO ON THE SOUTH RIM OF THE
Grand Canyon and peered out the window into majestic, blue-ish pre-
| history—one of the planet’s more powerful astonishments. A family
checked into the room next doot, and a moment later, through the thin
walls, we heard the sound of the television coming on. Loud.
Later we pitched our tent in Chaco Canyon, just at dusk. Presently there
: rumbled into the campground five or six rhinoceros RVs, behemoths with gen-
[ erators on their roofs that hummed and groaned all night to power the people’s
1 TVs and air conditioners. They slept sealed up inside the beasts, and in the
b morning the rhinos rolled off single file down the blacktop, heading for Zion.
B It is time to turn off the machines when we come to nature. In summer small
¢ planes drone and snarl overhead. Helicopters clatter by from time to time—the
! newly rich ostentatiously commuting to their indulgen i
N into blighting noise. This market has released too much money into the atmos-
phere in the form of private planes and
onto the lakes and rivers as roostering
speedboats and their juvenile-
delinquent offspring, Jet Skis,
which have the charm of chain
saws. Loud, alien metal has
colonized the sky.
Some people love noise—
their own noise, the
sound of their own
pleasures. Some of
us hate noise—or, at
any rate, other peo-
ple’s noise. The world
is divided between the
makers of noise and the
victims of noise.

Some of us may be
hypocrites about it too.
The other night at sunset
in upstate New York, I

shot down Seneca Lake
at 50 m.p.h. in the bow of my brother-in-law’s speedboat—the rumpled surface
of the water turned pewter, touched with the sunset’s tangerine, and a fine spray
stinging my face like BBs.

It is better to go noiselessly on water, propelled by wind or paddle. You see
things clearly. You think. The point of noise is not to think, not to see, not to be
still but rather to throw yourself headlong into the rush of motion.

A summer or two ago on a lake in Ontario, I let my canoe drift on a light
breeze down the shoreline of a piney island. A muskie, 4 ft. long, mistook my
canoe for a floating log and came to laze in my shadow, his surly, prehistoric
head 3 ft. from mine in the emerald water. He rippled his ventrals and pec-
torals to stabilize his dreamy suspension. I moved only my eyes at first, and
then not even those. At length, not thinking, I shifted my arm on the gunwale.
The motion roused the fish from its dream. It finned away and vanished into
the deeper emerald light. .

The moment, which meant much to me, was possible only because of my
absolute stillness. Such things happen if you wait silently.

It is time for people to go on vacation—if they are going into pature—with a
certain amount of humility. The virtue of humility, like silence, is nearly extinct.
But humility, if you see what I mean, opens doors, Noise destroys everything.
Noise is an idiot. =

iy

ILLUSTRATION FOR TIME BY MICHAEL KLEIN

TIME, JULY 10, 2000

g Hwve peso .
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EDITORIALS/ LETTERS MONDAY, JULY 10, 2000

On TV, No-Frills News

To the Editor:

1 was glad to see your July 3
Business Day article concerning the
CBS affiliate WBBM in Chicago, and
its decision to adopt a no-frills, no-
gimmick style of news coverage.

1t is a hopeful sign that TV stations
are getting around to treating that
segment of viewers who are discern-
ing with something more than “‘it
bleeds, it leads” — a style, 1 think,
that has “tuned out’’ so many view-
ers.

If it is successful, it will send a
message to other stations around the
country that no amount of flashy
computer graphics, “live' helicopter
pictures or screaming headlines can
make a marginal story a major one.

JoHN KELLY
New York, July 3, 2000
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